
What does this verse 
mean to you?
HOLD FAST (April 23, 2016)
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Hermeneutics:

What is it?

Why study it?

What is its goal?



What would be the result if we were 
unable to understand the meaning of 

Scripture?



What are we trying to do when we 
interpret Scripture?



What are we trying to do when we 
interpret Scripture?

We’re trying to understand the

meaning of the text!!!!!
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“. . . (T)hough there are many near-
consensus interpretations of a 
number of passages among 
evangelicals, to hold up a 

particular interpretation as the true 
interpretation is to place tradition 

above the text.”
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Charles Ryrie 
DALLAS THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

“. . . The process of engaging these three 
aspects has been called the hermeneutical 
spiral––we spiral from our predispositions 

and hermeneutics to the exegesis of 
Scripture and developing our theology, 

and then cycle through again, expecting 
that each cycle will help us grow into a 
better understanding of God’s Word.”



Grant Osborne 
TRINITY EVANGELICAL DIVINITY SCHOOL



Daniel Treier 
WHEATON COLLEGE



What are we trying to do when we 
interpret Scripture?

We’re trying to understand the 
meaning of the text!!!!!



Hermeneutics as Science

An investigation into the system of laws or principles 
that are the causes of communication





“Since exegesis should always drive our 
philosophy, instead of the other way 

around. . . my defense of the openness 
view shall be almost exclusively along 

exegetical lines.”



Gregory Boyd 
PROPONENT OF OPEN THEISM
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Hermeneutics as Science

An investigation into the system of laws or principles 
that are the causes of communication

Hermeneutics is a philosophical discipline investigating
the principles of communication



Hermeneutics as Art

An increase in skill of applying hermeneutical principles 
through experience



The first principle is that all Scripture is to be taken in its customary, natural 

and normal sense (i.e., literal), allowing, of course for obvious symbolism 

and figures of speech.

Remember this: Take the Bible literally wherever it is at all possible. When 

the language cannot be taken literally, then we know it is figurative. Then get 

the literal truth conveyed by the figurative language as if it were expressed in 

literal language without the use of figures.

The second principle has to do with the context of a word, phrase, or larger 

passage. Sometimes that involves careful understanding of the complete 

Bible book being studied, carefully interpreting a given idea or principle in 

light of the overall thrust and nature of the book as well as in light of its 

immediate context.

Often to fully understand a passage of Scripture, the scope or plan of the 

entire book must be known. . . . If the definite purpose of the book is not 

stated, the purpose of the book must be gotten from the contents and from the 

design of the Bible as a whole, as is clear in John 5:39; 2 Tim. 2:15; 3:16–17.

The third principle, equally important as the first two, is that of comparing 

Scripture with Scripture.

One of the most fundamental rules of interpretation is that of comparing 

Scripture with Scripture.

Fourth, antinomies are never acceptable, and the importance of this principle 

cannot be overstated. An antinomy is “a contradiction between two 

apparently equally valid principles or between inferences correctly drawn 

from such principles.” . . . If God’s Word is inerrant, it cannot be self-

contradictory.

 The Bible cannot contradict itself. Its teachings in one part must agree with 

its teachings in another part. Therefore any interpretation which makes the 

Bible self-inconsistent must rest upon false principles.

 Fifth, it is recognized that  many passages of Scripture, in both Testaments, 

have both near and far implications and applications. In other words, 

prophecy operates on two levels of fulfillment.

 In some passages two distinct persons are referred to, the visible person 

addressed and the invisible person who is using the visible one as a tool.



Robert Van Kampen

Author of The Sign

Fennis Jennings Dake

Author of the Dake Annotated 

Reference Bible

“The essence of the prewrath position is that Christ will 

rapture His church immediately after He cuts short the 

great tribulation by Antichrist and immediately before He 

unleashes His day-of-the-Lord judgment on the ungodly 

world.”

“We have already proved . . . that the rapture must take 

place before the fulfillment of Rev. 4–22, which describes 

the tribulation period and the Millennium and the New 

Earth after the Millennium.”
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How should we deal with the fact 
of differing interpretations?

Option 1: Escape into a bubble of safe theology

Option 2: Attempt to uncover the principles of 
communication (i.e. study hermeneutics)



Why Study Hermeneutics?

Because of mutually exclusive interpretations of the text.



Why Study Hermeneutics?

Because of mutually exclusive interpretations of the text.

e.g. Phil. 4:13



What is the goal of hermeneutics?
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Where does meaning lie?

Option 1: In the mind of the author

Option 2: In the mind of the reader

Option 3: In the text



–Grant Osborne

“. . . (W)hile the original authors had a definite meaning in 
mind when they wrote, that is now lost to us because they are 

no longer present to clarify and explain what they wrote.”



If the goal of interpretation is the purpose of the author in 
writing, and the purpose of the author is his intention, 

then our goal is unattainable and meaning can never be 
understood. 



If the goal of interpretation is the meaning for the reader, 
and every reader’s interpretation is valid, then there is in 
fact no goal to interpretation, and no true interpretation 

because there can be no communication. 



The text carries the meaning from the mind of the author 
to the mind of the interpreter. Consequently, the goal of 

interpretation is to discover the meaning of the text.



Daniel Wallace 
DALLAS THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

“. . . (T)hough there are many near-
consensus interpretations of a 
number of passages among 
evangelicals, to hold up a 

particular interpretation as the true 
interpretation is to place tradition 

above the text.”


