The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-Day Saints

H

MORMONSS
]

Copyright by NormaaL. Geisler 2010

Is Mormonism Christian?

.\

Orthodox Christians hold 16 essential doctrines.

An unorthodox group (€ult) denies one or more of these
essential doctrines. d

Mormons denv 1 okse essential doctrines.

The, ef(ue, M nh&nk are not Nthodox Christians (but
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that is based on “man-made” “creeds” that are 1mposc
on them by the Devil (“the. spirit from beneath’

Joseph Smith w. as told by “that all their creeds were
. an abomination in his [Cod sight.” Each Creed “was
“These four volumes are the standard, the measuring rods, conceived in ignorance, and brought forth in

the gauges by which all things are judged. Since they are folly” (McConlue, MD, 170-171).

the will, mind, and, voice of God, they are true.... The truth

of all things is measured by the scriptures” (Bruce
McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, 764-765).

Two Good Books on Mormons
IIl. Doctrinal Evaluation

A. Comparison and Contrast: N‘“‘R
B. Biblical Christianity vs. Mormonism

Doctrine of Scripture
Infallible Fallible
Complete Not Complete
Not Corrupted Corrupted
Confirmed by Miracles Not Confirmed by M.
No False Prophecy False Prophecy

& REHG ST
LODE 4F CHANGES
INRUON DOCTRIFE AND FRACTICE

& Marian Bodine &

Book of Abraham is a Fraud Witnesses to Book of Mormon

Mormon Claim: Eleven eye-witnesses to Book of Mormon support its claim to be
d.

1. Joseph Smith claimed

to translate it from Egyptian. S
2: Original Ms. now 1) S BlmA ufd:llr:]:zl'::u't)yt) able to translate Egyptian has proven to be fraudulent (on The
discovered and proven e i s could not read E: ian either.

fraudulent by top scholars: itness David Whitmer later denied

a. No reference to Abraham.

4) One mmLss Martin Harris later conceded that he only saw the plates with “eyes of
b. Refers to Egyptian gods. faith.”

3. It is “Book of Breathings.” 5 (i:ll:l(;'l;l“:l“lllll‘..:ls]‘l
4. Mormon Attorney Tom Ferguson, founder of their archaeology Beamon, who
effort, left Mormons when he discovered that Smith could not
translate Egyptian.

5. Joseph added changes in 1833 Book of Commandments which he

claimed came from God (adding matters about the priesthood)
now in Doctrine and Covenants (1835).

a peep stone or claimed to have been visited by an angel” (T)nnels.




Book of Mormon is not Supported by
Scien Evidence

Mormon Claim: Indians in America are descendents of Israelite
patriarch Lehi who sailed here around 600 B.C. (2 Nephi
30:4; Doctrine and Covenants 3:264). His descendents split
into Nephltes who were destroyed by their kin, the Lamanites.

Scientific Evidence: 1) Absolutely no scientific (DNA) evidence
has been found to support this connection.

e scientific (DNA) evidence supports an Asian, not
k. 3) Even Mormon apologists from FARMS
(Foundatmn for Ancient Research and Mormon Studies)
admit the lack of DNA evidence.

The Dilemma: Either, (a) re f]lect the historicity of The Book of
Mormon and undermine the credibility of Mormonism, or (b)
continue to believe without any real evidence to support that
belief (=Fideism).

A Critique of Mormon View of God
A. Mormons Claim that God has a physical body

“The Father has a body of flesh and bones as tangible as man’s” (DC
130, v. 22).

G t, and those who worship him must worship him in spirit
and in truth” (Jn. 4:24). “For a spirit does not have flesh and
bones...” (Lk. 24:39). “God is love” (1 Jn. 4:16) which is non-
material. He is “the invisible God” (Col. 1:15), not like material
things.

Book of Mormon: God “...is that Great Spirit” (Alma 22:10). “We
believe that thou are God...and that thou [God] was a spirit, and that
thou art a spirit, and that thou wilt be a spirit forever” (Alma 31:15).

Eternal Succession of Gods

~
B. Mormons Claim: Gods are eternally generated: “But
in addition [to the plukality. of Gods in the Godhead]
there is an infinite nungber of holy personages, drawn
from worlds wit t nu ber, ho ave passed on to

: go s:. Clrst“as the
t r rlst had a
*ch

Father also, you may suppose he had a' ather also.

Was there ever a son without/h father?” (McConkie,
576-577 cf. DC 132;15-23). ‘}

Bible Declares: “lou shall be as God” (Gen. 3:5) is of the
Devil. The creature;;an t become the Creator as God is
(Rom. 1:25). \

Reason 1 Demands: An g:lifyseries in the past is
impossible for t wo Tet °H lxn infinite number can
never be a hle‘ d'sinte no. er how long the series is,
one n nae“ \ Be ﬁ ‘€ m‘N %smle to
have in ZﬁA itélseriés has no
end. But tlle present momentis the end of all moments
before today. Hence, the‘ra}an’t be an infinite
number of past moments. |

b

Biblical Christian vs. Mormonism

Doctrine of God*
Only One God Many Gods

Trinity Tritheism

Unchangeable Changed to become God
Pure Spirit Has Physical Body
Ungenerated God Eternal Generation of Gods

*Some Mormon scholars now reject this polytheistic view of God
for henotheism, panentheism, open theism, or even theism, but
this is not the official position of Mormonism. To reject it is

to reject the credibility of their founder and prophet.

A\

Note: Mormons; followin0 Joseph
Smith’s “inspirgd” mistranslation of
John 4;24,|say [ W spirit” should be

/%;ﬁ Gg
promlsedﬁnsﬂgpmt 1 ( ¢Conki

318)!

Brigham Young: “He [God] is our Father—the Father of
our spirits, and was once.a man in mortal flesh as we are, and
is now an exalted being.
know. But there never wi

N ORMONS e

like this and number their particles, we should find that there

are More Gods than there are pgfticles of matter in those
worlds” (JD, vol 2, 345). Lo

Critique of the Mormon View of God
-~
Reason 2 demands that aminfinite series of infinite beings is
impossible. \
a) Mormons claim God i§ “infinite” (McConkie, MD, 318;
DC 20:17).

b) But there anndt ﬂcl ah mf‘mte mber ofint‘mm
beings/bec3 he m T ni
Reason 3[démnandsithaf a fth (@/s >0d

must involve change since each God was “born” as a man and grew

into Godhood. But an infinite bging has no beginning (or end).
And both the Bible and Mormohjism holds that God is

“unchangeable” (McConkie, MD 318).
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1) Biblical evidence for unchangeableness: Num. 23:19--"God is not a man,

 lie, nor a son of man, that he should s mind. Critique of the Mormon View of God
not a mzm,.th -

[ nge o y
1 perish you rema , and y . ug ¥ A
e Tt e L ORD o not Reason 4: A finite\canpot become Infinite

&h".mge.” Heb. 6. N this so that, by unchangeable things 1 . They claim GO&as' once a “finiteu man

in which it is im ble for God to I ' Heb. 13 Jesus Christ is

the same yesterday and today and fo er." Titus (‘th 1] hé Hﬁd an etw’nal intelligence).

does not lie, promised before the beginning of time - -

1:17--"Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the “j 4 i

Father of the heavenly llghts. who does not change like sﬁil’ting ) Bu bﬁa C }Na tion.

shadows." . B fini th even'ifit'is eternal) can
n: “For | know that God is not a partial God, neither a never become an infinite Being

changeable being; but he is unchangeable from all eternity to all
sternity” (Book of Mormon, Moroni 5:18). . For adding more to dfinite—no matter

how much more—only makes it a bigger
finite, not an Infinite Being.

A Critique of Mormon View of God Only One God in Book of Mormon

“Yea, there is a true and living God.... Is there more
than one God? And he answered, No.”

1. The biblical evidence for only one God (Monotheism) “Be arraigned before the bar o_f the Son, and God the
Gen. 1:1.—-"In the beginning God Bmt gods] created the father, and the Holy Spirit, which is one Eternal
heavens and the earth™ (Gen. 1:1). Deut. 6:4--Hear, O Israel: God” (The Book of Mormon [1830], Alma 11:26-31, 44).
The LORD our God, the LORD is one." Ex. 20:3--""You shall . : : :
; . S for W 446t G Note: By 1844 Smith had rejected monotheism for
have no other gods before me." Isa. 44:6--"1 am the first and I polytheism, saying: “God himself was once as we are now,

am the last; apart from me there is no God." Isa. 45:18--"1 am A
the LORD, and there is no other." Mark 12:29--Jesus said, and is an exalted man, and sits enthroned in yonder heavens!...
“Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one." 1 Cor. I am going to tell you how God came to be God. We have

8:4--""We know that an idol [is] nothing in the world, and that imagined and supposed that God was God from all eternity. T

[there is| none other God but one.’ al'niﬁ’fl‘aiiﬁ%'lgﬁ‘%ﬁf is] 'ione will refute that idea.... God himself, the Father of us all, dwelt

all." 1 Tim. 2:5——"F01: there is one God....” on an earth.... [A]nd you have got to learn how to be gods
yourselves...” (Times and Seasons, vol. 5, pp 613-614).

C. Mormonism claims God is only one in “purpose,” not
in nature (McConkie, MD, 317).

A Critique of Mormon View of God Biblical Christianity vs. Mormonism

~
C. There is only one Ged, not many gods (cont.)
1. The biblical eviderice for monotheism Doctrine of Christ
2. The rational argunfents Tor monotheism Eternal Not Eternal

—points to One Mind.
Sick & HEME paint to,Opa, Un.created Procreated .
[X_ ‘1 A } S Unique Son of God Brother of Lucifer
Desianer 0gy=—po nt t0'OnelInfelligent Same Essence as God Not Same Essence
d. Laws of Logic—point £¢ only one Ultimate One with God A Separate God

1) Two Ultimates arenét possible. Needed no Salvation Earned Salvation
2) Two Perfect beings are not possible. Unmarried Monogamist Married Polygamist

Jesus is Equal to God in Nature

ChI"ISt Was net\(}enerated. He o Eternal John 1:1: “In the beghihmg was the Word, and the Word was
B 5 infi M p X with God, and the Word'was God.”
JOhl'l 1.1': ln‘the begin mgv was, tvhe \\or(l, and the Word John 8:58: “Before Abraham was, | AM”
was with'God, and th@eRorigVas God. John 17:5: “Father glorify\iin yt':ur own presence with the
uwefore tR? world began.”

John 8:58: “Beforff ﬁ wasy [ AM” glory that | had \xittgo
the ﬁD; thatjis/fpy name; my glogy I give

Isaiah 42:8: “d am }tld)(e"#\v{?ih&uheN th‘%odhead

Isa. 43:10: “Before me no god‘vﬂ; formed, nor shall there imprint of his nature....” g

be any after me. I, I am the ORD, and besides me there John 10:30: “I and the Father are dfie [in nature].” Otherwise,
- they would not have attemptéd to stone him, saying, “you,

is no savior.”
being a man, made yourself God” (v. 33).




Biblical Christianity vs. Mormonism Was Joseph Smlth F- False Prophet?

Doctrine Salvation*

Fall of Man was Bad Fall was Good
Atonement Complete Not Complete
Faith Alone Needed Works Needed
No Levels of Heaven Levels of Heaven
Living with God Living as God

Marriage for Life Marriage Forever

*Some Mormon scholars now favor a more evangelical view of
salvation, but this would repudiate their prophet’s position. The

LDS prophet (president) and apostles do not agree with them.

Biblical Tests for False Prophets: Biblical Tests for False Prophets:
Belief in Other'Gods. M - .
“If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among Note: Joseph Smith fails on every test.

you and...if he says, ‘Let us go after other gods,’
which you have n%mwn .you shall not listen to Belief in oth gOdS (see above)

tasiwonds % t!:n‘;iec,:: b (Peut- 19:2-3). D n 1n |the! full Dklty of Christ (JD,

Makin, als

' §1’1 ¢ Ph {t\go:zx ) x }: S’lll‘:r ltih:\i; is ))ILQ tgh/dh(n} Nn&nred of

ord that the ord has not spoken” (Deut 18:22). (a ove .

. Denying the Full Deity of@hrlst (Col. 2:8-9). Use of occult Obj ts with which to

divine results (BM! “Origin...” in
Forward).
Making false prophecies (see next).

. Offering false teaching asfftom God (1 Jn. 4:1).
. Use of occult objects (Deut. 18:10) with which to
divine results.

. y . H “ H ol ]
Joseph Smith’s False Prophecies Smith “Inspired Revision™ of the
Bible was not Inspired
1832--Temple would be built in
Missouri before those then living 1. McConkie admits that “Important changes were made in
would die. several thousand verses...” (385).
1832—Civil di I I 2. Sandra Tanner notes that “The contents of the “inspired
ol ivil war would involve a revision” actually contradict doctrines that are now taught in
nations. the Mormon Church” (CWM, 385).
1835--Coming of the Lord would be 3. Smith omits the whole book of The Song of Solomon.
within 56 years (by 1891). 4. No so-called “missing book” is restored to the Bible.
1887--Copyright of Book of Mormon 5. Mormon scholar Richard_Howard adrqits that chgnges were
Id be sold in Canada by Smith’s made as many as three times, revealing that Smith could not
\ wou y make up his mind.
L) reps. (See Tanner, CWM, Chap. 14). 6. His racial bias against Blacks is revealed in several changes in
i . s - the text (cf. Gen. 7:10, 14, 29)
Brigham Young predicted: “Will the present struggle [Civil 7.1 Jn. 5:7 (on the Trinity) is left in which almost all scholars
War] free the slaves? No.... For Ham must be a servant of admit was not in the original.
servants until the curse is removed. Can you destroy the
decrees of the Almighty? You cannot” (JD, 10:250).

Brigham Young S Many Wives

| MORMON |
POLYGAMY

Fo




Mormon Teaching on Polygamy

1. Early Mormon teact?l’ng,pn monogamy
The Book of Mormon (py 114, vv. 23-24, 27):
“This people begin to wax in iniquity; they understand not the
scriptures, for they seelgto excuse themselves in committing

whoredoms. because e things which were written
concerning Davi d So omori‘rs son. Behold, David and

Solomon fruly had y wivesdhd concubines, whlch thing
was aho at} 2 L r %ﬁcere shall not
any ofig yau a oncubines
he shalfhave .

1835—1875 DC (Sect. 101) Opposed to polygamy “Inasmuch as
this church of Christ has been #eproached with the crime of
fornication, and polygamy: wef@eclare that we believe, that one
man should have one wife; andfene woman but one husband,
except in the case of death...* [This was deleted in 1876, and
Sect. 132 was added that approves of polygamy.]

3. Polygamy is necessary for heaven
Brigham Young: “Menogamy, or restrictions by law to one
wife, is not part of the &onomy of heaven among
men” (Desert News, Aug 6,1862).

“President Woodruff, Pr*:n’t' Young, and President John
Taylor, taught me rest of the ladies here in Salt

Lake that a man i o e to be e)&lted in the Celestial
Kingdonym I ving more
than OM Ea" AQSMIK ‘t Nﬂ% Lot Case,
Pre5|dent and Apostles 1891 A Ibeal to US President:

“We formerly taught to our peo?zp that polygamy or Celestial
Marriage as commanded by God through Joseph Smith was

right; that it was a necessity to man’s highest exaltation in
the life to come” (Reed Smoo, se, vol. 1, 18).

The Bible is Against Polygamy
The Bible teaches, Monogamy

1. By precedent—God made only one wife for the first man Adam
(Gen. 2
By proportlon—smce out half of all babies born are female.

ractlce—po CEL se in a sinful society when Lamech
too two wives F

y puinci e—ln ‘1[1 h<:omma not to covet one’s

R R B

By precept in OT—"You shall not multiply wives” (Deut 17:17).
By prescription in NT—”Each miy should have his own wife
and each woman her own husband” (1 Cor. 7:2; 1 Tim. 3:2).

Note: God permitted it in the OT bufinever prescribed it. He
tolerated it but never comm ﬁded it (see Mt. 19:8).

No Baptism for the Dead

Mormon View on sz??sm‘for the Dead:

Baptism by proxy is passible for all who died w/o entering the
gate of baptism to the Ci lestiallgingdom which is necessary for
salvation (DC, 124, 127,488). McConkie wrote: “Based on the
eternal principle ?l us service, the Lord has ordained

baptism fogith he mean all his worthy
ChlldlM é::};{% M rﬁoﬁ}nN his kingdom,
Baptigm§s the gateto stial t many have
died without a Mormon baptism, “God has ordained baptism

for the dead, a vicarious-proxy ldbor” (MD, 73).
Note: Mormon interest in genealogy'is motivated by this.

2. Later “revelation” in favor of polygamy
1831—Private Revelation to Joseph Smith and later one
that his reluctant wifé'should agree to it.
1830s—According to Marmen sources, Joseph Smith
Eractlced ;:olygamy with 27 to. 60 plus women (Tanner,

1843—Published revelat avorlng polygamy:

“For all those w [] MV? this law plural marriages] revealed
ust ey the samey; behold, | reveal unto

‘!'i na d’} abjd at tha
enjare ye “then
( e%;e he Jarin end. 32)

But Apostle Orson Pratt contradicted this, clalmlng that “The
Book of Mnrmon therefore, is thg only record (professing to
be divine) which ‘condemns the rality of wives as being a
practice exceeding abominable ore God (JD, vol. 6, 351).

I

4. US Supreme Court Forbids Polygamy (Reynolds, 1878).
5. Current Mormon Po%tlon on Polygamy
a. It was once DivinelysApproved on earth
“...plural marriages was openly taught and practiced until the
year 1890. At that time c igns were such that the Lord by
revelation withdrew the mand to continue the practice, and
President Wilford Woodr sued the Manifesto directing that it

cease” (Mc! onkie] M
b. Itis No

“Acc] otee a’]:i ria }N vﬁl that a man
have eds by-révelation thé Lord
commands plurality of wwes in the new and everlasting
covenant” (DC 49:15-17
c. It Will be Permitted after the ond Coming

“Obviously, the holy practice will commence again after the
Second Coming of the Son of Man and the ushering in of the
millennium” (McConkie, MD 57:

No Marriage in Heaven

~
Jesus declared there will'be. no marriage in Heaven: “In the

resurrection they neither-marry nor are given in marriage,
but are like angels in h@aven? , Note: Jesus is speaking about
not being married in h n, not just no marriage ceremony
there (as Mormohs|claim) smce e question was “Whose wife]

to Mys ew eal will she be?”
(: 1 ﬁ FNd be married|
ng o h1 her’s iritdal'plain (Eph. 5).

y the law to her husband whi
dies she is released from the la:
Mt. 19:6).

he lives, but if the husband
of marriage” (Rom. 7:2 cf.

Marriage is only till death on earﬂ%“A married woman is bound

B|b||cal Response:
Baptism is not necessary for salvation. We are saved by grace apart from
works of rlghteousnes}(gph 2:8-9; Titus 3:5-6) such as baptism is (Mt.
3 5)-

m is not part of the Gospel (1 Cor. 1: 1J but we are saved by the
Gospel (Rom. 1:16). Hence, we are not save:

Faith alone (Rom. 4:5) is the @onditi8hifor recelvmg the g|ft (Rom. 6:23) of

eternal life (Jn. 3:16, 18, 36

There is no proxy far h
d (

son iske'sponsible for his own decision

The refégencglin 1 “b oply descriptive
4 il 4 n |s uld be based
2 u} a u I| a actl in Corinth, a
risti (nt u: u; they

Even The Book of Mormon, whlch clalms to have the fullness of the
Gospel,” has no reference to baptism/!r the dead.

|




“Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. So it
is no surprise if his servants, also, disguise them-
selves as servants of righteousness” (2 Cor. 11:14-15).

VIEW of the BIBLE
Not a complete revelation
Has been corrupted
Needs to be supplemented
THEIR HOLY BOOK:
heir Holy Book(s he final revelation
Their Holy Book supersedes the Bible
Made changes in their revelations
RELIGION
All other religions are corrupted
Claims to be the only true religion
RELATION TO CHRISTIANITY
Came to fulfill Jes:
Opposed to orthodox Christianity

as not the supreme God and Creator
He made no complete atonement for sin

REVELATION
Original message on golden plates
An angel brought the message
Prophet had ecstatic visions
Only the prophet heard the voice

ETHICS MORMON THEIR FOLLOWERS

POLYGAMY World.

Theocratic Nationalism = e
Unbelievers are second class citizens S Split into two main groups
Codes of Modesty g Smaller group (blood-line)
Polygamy practiced . ’ SALVATION
Eternal sex in heaven A Works salvation

TSE": PtBﬂOPHETl . Have sacred occult ceremonies

atest ol the prophets PRACTICES

Their prophet was predicted by Jesus P .
Expelled from his home town W e.ar specm! clothing .
Had many wives | Reject certain foods and drink
Established a Holy City (Based on a list by Ergun Caner)




